
A Day of Dance at the ‘Feet 

First’ Festival 

 

 

By Lottie Maurice, Polly Saunders and Megan 

Marsland (Class 14) 

On Wednesday the 5th of March Year 1 and 

Year 6 Dance Clubs went to the Cheltenham 

FeetFirst Dance festival at the Town Hall; 

we had spent ages rehearsing for this day! 

Year 6 had put together a dance to the song 

'Happy' by Pharell Williams so Year 6 had to 

keep their smiles on! Year 1’s dance was to 

‘Wake Me Up’ by Avicii and involved the 

children demonstrating some fantastic   

cowboy-like dance moves.  

There were around sixty of us and hundreds 

of children from other schools. We all really 

enjoyed the day and loved seeing what 

other schools can do. 

We would like to thank Mrs Connolley,  Mrs 

Head, Ms Grover, Mrs Humpherson, Mrs 

Peace and Mrs Caulfield for organising the 

clubs and the day at the Town Hall! 

Mrs Connolley 

By Will Morrison (Class 12) 

Q; What is your favourite food? 

Everything and anything sweet. If I 

could eat puddings, desserts, chocolate 

and cakes all day and not turn into a 

sumo wrestler, I probably would! Apple 

crumble, tiramisu, banoffee pie, crème 

caramel and anything with custard... I 

love it all! 

 

Q: What was your first job? 

The first time I got paid for something 

was when I was about eight years old 

and my mum asked me to remove the 

moss from between the paving stones 

on our drive; it was strangely satisfying! 

But my first ‘proper’ job was doing a bit 

of filing in an office. I quite enjoyed it as 

it involved organisations and systems.  

Mr Mackenzie always makes fun of my 

Germanic obsession with being       

organised and efficient. What can I say? 

It’s in my blood!  
 

Q: What is your favourite subject that 

you teach and why?  

I’m a bit of a Jack-of-all-trades so I  

enjoy most things. But I think my    

favourites would have to be Science, 

Literacy and Music. I get carried away 

in Literacy lessons when we’re trying to 

complete exciting creative writing e.g. 

action scenes for Robin Hood (!)  and 

Music is always noisy but puts a smile 

on my face, but I love everything     

Science-y! 
 

Q: Who’s your favourite author? 

My favourite children’s author is  

probably Michael Morpurgo. I loved the 

Butterfly Lion which is a book I wish I’d 

written! I also love the fact that so 

many of his books are set in Cornwall 

which is where I lived for a while and 

met my husband! 
 

Q: If you could explore the world, 

where would you go first? 

I’m lucky to have travelled a lot already 

so I’ve visited lots of amazing places 

like India, countries in Asia, Australia 

and South Africa. I’d also love to go to 

South America, to the Amazon (if it 

didn’t have so many snakes!), to      

Argentina and to remote islands in the 

Pacific with interesting cultures, palm 

trees, crystal clear water and warm 

weather. All this travel talk makes me 

long to jump on a plane and go     

somewhere exotic! 
 

Q: How old do you feel? 

Oooh, interesting question!  On       

different days I feel different ages. On a 

Friday after a long week, I feel like I 

could be seventy. When I’m having to 

tell someone off I feel like a Victorian 

teacher in their fifties, but on most 

days, when something funny or exciting 

happens, I feel about the same age as 

the children I teach... so nine or ten!  
 

Q: Which rugby team do you support? 

I don’t tend to support regional teams , 

but I always support England when 

they play and have been to            

Twickenham a few times now which is 

always an amazing experience. 
 

Q: What’s your favourite sport? 

I love all types of dance and racquet 

sports like badminton and tennis and I 

love swimming, body-boarding, skiing 

and snow-boarding.  Like a lot of     

people I got strangely into the curling 

during the Winter Olympics so may be 

we should look into having a curling 

rink here on the school field?! 

 

 

* Thank you Mrs Connolley for 

answering all our questions *
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SPRING 
Daffodils stand like gentlemen, 
Swallows glide like planes, 
Dandelions twirl like dancers, 
And daisies sit in chains. 
 

Chicks sing like a choir, 
Grass sways like trees, 
Bunnies hop like gymnasts, 
And leaves rustle in the breeze. 
 

Spring is such a peaceful time, 
With just the wind to hear, 
But don’t forget to make it last, 
Because Summer is nearly here. 
 

Bethan Addison-Evans (Class 13)  
Phase 3 Winner 

QUIETLY! 
Quietly, quietly the Easter bunny 
creeps 
Silently, silently he walks whilst 
everyone sleeps. 
 

Carefully, carefully he lifts an Easter 
egg 
Slowly, slowly he works while we 
dream in our beds. 
 

Sneakily, sneakily he leaves a hard 
clue 
Which everyone needs to think 
about including me and you. 
 

Wake up, wake up the sun is shining 
the air is clear, 
Follow the clues to the Easter egg 
come on let’s give a cheer. 
 

Erica Rosser (Class 9) Phase 3   
Runner– up 

SPRING IS HERE 
I went out this morning and what did I 
see? 
Buds and blossom and birds on the tree 
 

With a squint  of the sun I carried on 
 

I heard a tweet in the bushes ahead, 
I now had a friend to sing along with 
 

 A flap of a wing and a kick of a leg 
Spring is a wonderful thing I said. 
 

Erin Harris (Class 7) Phase 2 Winner 

SPRING IS SO HAPPY 
Spring is so happy because flowers bloom and 
grow, 
Spring is so happy because now we all know, 
That the sun is shining in the sky, 
And all the birds and butterflies now shall fly. 
 

The sun sets down, here comes the night, 
It’s morning again and birds sing in the light, 
The sun comes up, cats and dogs awake, 
It’s time for us all to wake and shake. 
 

Hetty Marsland (Class 4)  Phase 1 Winner 

EASTER 

Easter eggs scrummy in my tummy 

And a field full of Easter bunnies 

Spring flowers pink, yellow and white 

Ten small chicks all fluffy and bright 

Everything we enjoy God gives to us 

Rejoice and enjoy Easter with all the fuss. 
 

Imogen Bentley (Class 4) Phase 1 Runner-
up 

MY EASTER EGG POEM 
Once I met the Easter bunny 
I thought he was very funny 
He left me some chocolate eggs 
Then hopped away on his hind legs 
 

I picked the eggs up 1, 2, 3, 4 
Hoping that I would find more 
Looking into my basket there were plenty 
I counted them and there were twenty 
 

I wanted to make the chocolates last 
Instead I ate them really fast 
Now Easter is over I’m really sad 
They were the tastiest eggs I’ve ever had 
 

Olivia Perkins (Class 5)  Phase 2  Runner –
up 

WILDLIFE QUIZ 

On Thursday 6th March, Leckhampton’s Wildlife Quiz team- James Pearne, Ben Gilchrist, Innes Peek and Lottie Maurice, competed 

against Holy Trinity in the Gloucestershire Wildlife Trust, Primary Schools’ Wildlife Quiz.  After the 1st round, with a flawless             

performance from Leckhampton, we were in the lead.  However, after a nail biting second round, Holy Trinity came out on top.  In the 

3rd round, Leckhampton were just 1 point behind but after the 4th round we were just in the lead! The 5th round, which was extremely 

tense, was won by us which meant that we won the quiz with our highest score ever- 35! 

We would like to thank Mr Seeley and Mrs Maurice for training us so well and for organising this wonderful event.  At the end of this 

year, after 3 years of hard work, the current team will be retiring!  The school will need new recruits- are you up to the job? Here are 

some questions to test your knowledge: 

How do you tell the difference between a centipede and a millipede? 

What colour is a female blackbird? 

Where do otters live? 

What is this a picture of? 

 

 

 

 

 By James Pearne, Class 13 

Congratulations to our Easter Writing Competition 

Winners! We have published their winning poems for 

you to enjoy.  Thank you to everyone who entered, it 

was really hard for School Council to judge as there 

were so many wonderful poems.  We have put more 

entries on display on our notice board in the hall . 

Wildlife Quiz Team 
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Blowing and Decorating Eggs 
 

Blow the eggs by making a hole at both ends with a pin and 

enlarging the holes a bit by wiggling the pin around. Blow into one 

end really hard and hold the other end over a bowl and collect the 

contents and make an omelette later!  Paint or colour the eggs 

with felt pens. Or you could dye the eggs with food colouring. Add 

food colouring and a few drops of vinegar to a cup of hot water 

and submerge the blown egg in it with tongs. You may have to 

hold it there for a few minutes (the vinegar helps it absorb the 

colour). If you don’t want to have to hold it there, let some of the 

water into the egg so that the egg becomes heavier and sinks to 

the bottom of your cup. 

For extra effects you could stick stickers onto the egg/wrap elastic 

bands round the egg/draw in wax on the egg before dyeing, so 

that only the exposed parts of the egg absorb the dye to create 

patterns.  Or you could create mini creatures out of your eggs-

stick on ears and draw a face with whiskers on a pink one for a 

rabbit, or wings and a beak on a yellow one for a chick.  If you 

want, you can hang the eggs on branches, inside or outside. To 

thread them, cut a 1cm length from a cocktail stick. Make a slight 

indentation half way along. Tie a long piece of cotton around the 

indentation. Wiggle one end of the stick into the top of the blown 

egg and wedge it there and then hang the egg by the cotton.     

Ben Gilchrist Class 14 

JOKE BOX! 
 

Q: What’s a duck’s favourite dip? 
A: Quackamole! 
Amelie Gray, Class 6 
 

Q: How do eggs leave a building? 
A: Via the egg-sit! 
William Pearne, Class 2 

Easter Fun! 

Jack & Grace Denley   

enjoying a Spring day out 

at the Cotswold Farm 

Park. 

Miss Gray’s rabbits– Bruno 

and Eva, enjoying the Spring 

sunshine! 

Mr Carbin’s rabbit– 

Munch! 

HOUSE MUSIC COMPETITION 

Congratulations to St David, led by Benjamin Chesworth & Beth Candish, for 

winning the House Music  Competition!  We would also like to say a big well 

done to all the House Captains for their hard work in preparing an amazing 

musical morning which we all enjoyed.  Our thanks also go to Miss Hartley for 

all her hard work and support. 

WORLD BOOK DAY 

  World Book Day 

On Thursday 6th March we dressed up as people from our 

favourite books. I (Raphaela) came as Penny the Pony 

Fairy and I (Miles) came as Tom from Beast Quest. It was 

fun coming into Assembly to see who people came as. 

We saw witches, Harry Potters, tigers, people from Star 

Wars and lots more.  Do you recognise any of these   

characters?  By Raphaela Cooper and Miles Agg (Class 6) 
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On the 27th February, Leckhampton’s cross country team went to Cheltenham  College to compete in a race. The weather was per-

fect for running in and luckily it wasn’t raining. It may have been slightly cold but that didn’t stop us! The ground was very muddy 

and a bit damp but it wasn’t that bad. 

 The girls were up first and they were off to a flying start with Olivia leading in the front.  Cheering from the supporters  helped the 

girls run faster. All the girls were running well and were coming up to half way. The last lap was tough but the girls managed it.  

Coming round the last corner, Olivia was in the lead, and Anna , Alice and Katie not far behind. The girls finished in, 1st place (Olivia) 

18th place (Anna), 24th place (Alice) 29th place (Katie) and well done to Emily Cannon, Martha Peace ,Sophie Johnson ,Beth Candish, 

Beth Brown and Edie Bickerdike for taking part and doing so well. 

Next up were the boys, and yet again the supporters cheered on their runners.  They were running well and were coming up to the 

half way point. Again for boys it was a tough race but they coped with it well and ended up doing very well. Out of 173 boys, who 

took part in the race, they came, 18th ( Sami ) 36th ( Freddie) 39th ( Thomas)52nd   ( Edgar) . Also well done to Noah K Goymer, James 

Maddocks, Jack Johnson, Kit , Harry Garbutt, Toby Priddle and William Morrison. Unfortunately Oliver Beaney had to pull out during 

the race so he didn’t claim a place.  We would like to thank Mrs Taylor for organising such a great race. We all had a great time. 

By Martha Peace, Olivia Rook and Sophie Hortop 

Our victorious netball team—

Cheltenham League Champions 

Well done to Leckhampton Primary School Net-
ball Team-Cheltenham League Champions for the 
second year running! We won all of our league 
games this season-a fantastic  record. A big thank 
you to all my team    members for their hard 
work, dedication and enthusiasm. An even bigger 
thank you to the continued support of the par-
ents; your side line support was fantastic and we 
couldn't have achieved our success without you. 
Miss Sullivan     
School Council would like to say Well Done to 
Miss Sullivan too– Star Netball Coach 

Cross Country Race 
 
On 20th March 11 boys and 11 girls went to St Edwards Junior School to run in the Cross Country race.  In the race there was a huge 
hill which slowed everybody down massively. 
The girls’ whistle blew; they all sprinted, trying to get an early lead.  First there was a medium lap round the field and by then Olivia 
was in first place, approaching the hill.  Many of the girls had to slow down to be able to run up the hill.  Finally, the top of the hill 
came.  All the girls sped up when they went down the hill, and many seemed very relieved. 
There was a final sprint lap and Olivia was catching up with the hare!  The final sprint was approaching them.  They had done it! 120 
girls finished the race.  Out of those girls Anna Maddocks came 19th, Katie Dutton came 25th, Alice Candish came 36th, Beth Brown 
came 58th, Emily Cannon came 61st and Sophie Hortop came 62nd. 
Olivia Rook came 1st by a huge distance, winning the title of the overall County Cross Country girl, winning 3 out of 4 races. 
The boys stood at the starting line, tense, anxious and most of all nervous!  Suddenly, the whistle blew.  All the boys confidently 
sprinted round the first lap.  Next they had to conquer the HILL! Again the boys slowed down.  Now for the run down hill, easy!  If 
you compare running up a hill to running down one it is a pretty big difference!   
160 boys crossed that finish line with sweat pouring down their faces.  Oliver Beaney came 13th, Freddie Janta – Lipinski came 29th, 
Thomas Abbot came 35th, Jack Johnson came 43rd, and closely followed by Edgar Gaze in 44th, Sami Horwood in 58th and James 
Maddocks in 60th! 
By James Maddocks and Oliver Beaney (Class 12) 

On The Ball! Sports News and Reviews 

Congratulations to Angus Hall– Under 11s Gloucestershire 

Squash Champion! 

Congratulations to Olivia Rook– County  Girls   

Cross– Country Champion! 

WOW! What a talented bunch we are at Leckhampton! From 

music to dance, squash to running and netball to Wildlife 

knowledge– we have certainly had a successful term! 

Thank you to School Council for all their help putting this 

edition together and to everyone who has contributed to 

edition 6.  A special thank you to James Pearne & Ben     

Gilchrist– editors in the making!        Miss Gray (Editor)    


