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An interview with Mr Seeley 

By William Eyre (Class 14) 
 

Q: What is your favourite book? 
A: My favourite book is ‘Huckleberry 
Finn’ by Mark Twain.  I read it when I was 
15 or 16 and it opened my eyes to the 
world, it is one of those transformative 
and influential books.  I loved it because 
it was an adventure story and also      
because it taught me something about 
the American Deep South. 
Q: How old are you? 
A: Somewhere between 40 and 50–   
although people say I look considerably 
younger! 
Q: What is your favourite colour? 
A: Blue - more specifically the kind of 
blue you get in the Cornish sea at       

Summer, a turquoise-aqua marine blue! 
Q: What is your favourite food? 
A: Fish.  Shellfish, or any fresh white fish 
cooked on a barbeque or flash fried– it’s 
absolutely wonderful. 
Q: What was your first job? 
A: My first paid regular wage was when I 
was a gas operative.  It was manual   
labour and hard work– I had to fill the gas 
bottles up at the commercial plant and 
load them on to articulated lorries. 
Q: Who is your favourite singer? 
A: I have a very eclectic taste, I like all 
kinds of styles of music but at the        
moment I am listening to folk music 
which is deeply uncool! There is a      
particular artist I enjoy listening to called 
Nick Jones.  He was involved in an      
accident when he was in his 30s and  
hasn’t been able to play his guitar ever 
since but he has a great voice  and sings 
beautiful folk tunes. 
 Q: Do you have any pets? 
A: As a family we have had all kinds of 
animals over the years including cats , 
hamsters and guinea pigs but they are all 
long gone now– except for one of the 
guinea pigs who lives in a home for 
guinea pigs! 
Q: Do you have any hobbies? 
A: I enjoy cycling for exercise  and      

because I love being outside in the open 
and fresh air.  In the Cotswolds you’re 
spoilt for choice where to cycle. 
Q: What is your favourite TV show? 
A: I am currently watching a TV series for 
adults called ‘Breaking Bad’- I am on the 
fourth series but I have to ration myself 
as I am really enjoying it and can’t wait to 
find out what happens next. 
Q: Who was your favourite teacher 
when you were at school? 
A: My History teacher, Mr Hall, was my 
favourite;  he’s still teaching now, in fact 
he is a head teacher.  He was an         
extraordinary teacher because he was 
great at imparting knowledge and you 
could have a normal conversation with 
him about anything and he would listen 
and respond to you like you were an 
adult. 
Q: Who are your favourite ever class? 
A: It is always the class I am teaching 
because you pour all your energy into 
your current class, they become the focus 
of your teaching world.  You really get to 
know the children’s characters and see 
them grow and change over the course of 
the year. 
 
*Thank you Mr Seeley for taking time to 
answer all our questions* 

Award Winning News and Views!  
 

Last term we entered a competition run by the Speaker of the House of Commons. We had 
to tell them about a project run by our School Council. We decided to let them know how 
proud we are of ‘News and Views’ and I am delighted to announce that we were selected 
as this year’s runners-up!  Our local MP Martin Horwood came along to our Celebration 
Assembly on Friday 13th March, to present us with a special award and certificate.                                                                                  
As editor of News and Views I would like to say a huge well done to  Journalists and School 
Councillors, past and present, notably past pupils James Pearne and Ben Gilchrist, for all 
their hard work, and a big thank you to all of you who have contributed your articles over the past two years.                                                                                                                                                                                                                     
This is what the Speaker’s School Council Awards team had to say about us:  We are delighted to inform you that Leckhampton C 
of E Primary School Council has been selected as a runner-up in the 8-11 years category for the 2015 Speaker’s School Council 
Awards- from hundreds of applications! The judges were really impressed by your project, News and Views Newspaper and would 
like to congratulate all your students who were involved with the delivery of this amazing project. The judges deliberated your 
project for quite some time and it was my personal favourite- I particularly liked your jokes and animations!   On behalf of the 
Speaker of the House of Commons, the Rt. Hon John Bercow and the Speaker’s School Council Awards team we would really like 
to thank you and your school council for taking part in the competition and taking the time to tell us about all the hard work that 
has gone into making your project great. We wish you every success with your future projects and we look forward to  hearing 
about them for next year’s competition! Best wishes and congratulations!  The Speaker’s School Council Awards team. 



Spring Term highlights... Well it has certainly been a very busy Spring Term, here are some of the 

highlights for you to enjoy! 

War Horse by Jessica Murphy and 

Anna Soares 

On the 11th of February 2015 the Year 6’s 

went to see War Horse at the              

Hippodrome Theatre in Bristol.  There 

was a short queue at the beginning and 

then we waited 15 minutes until the 

performance began.  At the start we 

could clearly see that there were people 

moving the horses but once you got into the performance it 

felt real and you didn’t notice them.  During the performance 

there were a lot of gunshots, they were very loud and scary.  

Everybody jumped even though you knew it was coming.  War 

Horse tells the story of a horse’s experiences in the First World 

War.   In 1914, Joey the horse, is sold to the army to fight in the 

war.  He bravely charges towards enemy lines with his officer 

and after a long time of fighting, Joey’s owner, Albert, finds his 

horse in what is a very dramatic ending. Read the book, watch 

the film or visit a theatre to find out more. 

The Singing Workshop by Martha Edden and Lydia Whalley 

On Thursday 12th February, Class 14 participated in an inspiring 

workshop led by a young lady called Kat (from ‘The Songwriting 

Charity’), who helped us to understand emotions and be resilient.  

Resilience is standing up for yourself and never giving up, even in 

the hardest of times.  We showed this through a song, which can 

be viewed at The Songwriting Charity website:                        

https://soundcloud.com/the-songwriting-charity/leckhampton-c-

of-e-primary-run-resilient.                                                                                      

Everyone contributed to the song ’Run Resilient’ and all the lyrics 

and tunes were put together by Class 14. Everyone had a really fun 

time and we all learnt a valuable lesson– to be resilient! 

Wind Band by Lydia Whalley 

On Saturday 7th of March Ms. Grover met eleven children outside 

the Town Hall.  Everyone went inside and listened to a great range 

of orchestras, bands and choirs, before proceeding to a tent in 

which they practised.  Once they had practised, the children 

walked up onto the stage.  At first, everyone was a little nervous, 

but soon they really got into it.  They played three pieces in all: 

The Anvil Chorus, Royal Crown March and Boot Scootin’ Barn 

Dance.  Every piece sounded amazing and not a single mistake 

was made.  The mentor, who was commenting, wrote very lovely 

comments about the Wind Band and obviously enjoyed their  

performance very much.  In addition, Ms Grover thought all the 

pupils who attended behaved beautifully and were a great credit 

to our school.  Well done Wind Band and thank you Ms Grover for 

arranging this opportunity for us. 

Miss Hartley’s Wedding by Bonnie Colquhoun & Florence Ballinger 

On 14th of February (Valentine’s Day!) at St Peter’s Church, Miss Hartley got married to Mr Riches.  She 

looked beautiful in her dress.  The Year 6 choir, with Mrs Bennett conducting and Mrs Thomas                    

accompanying on piano, performed a beautiful song called ‘Cherish’ by Madonna which brought a tear to lots 

of people’s eyes in the congregation. At the end of the wedding, out-

side the church with the bells ringing, Mrs Riches looked ex-

tremely happy with her new husband.  All the members of 

choir received a lovely little box decorated with music notes 

which was filled with  chocolates, sweets, a heart shaped  

candle and confetti– which we got to throw over the bride 

and groom!  We hope Mrs Riches enjoyed her special day and 

that she enjoyed the Year 6 choir’s performance– thank you 

for letting us be part of your wedding.                                               

     Congratulations to Mr and Mrs Riches! 

Feet First Dance Festival by Courtney Gummer and Rhianna Shaw 

On Thursday 5th March, the Year 1 and Year 6 dance club members went to the town hall for the 

Feet First Dance Festival. It was a bit scary but it was an exciting day and overall it was an amazing 

experience.  Year 6 danced in neon costumes to Olly Murs’ song ‘Dance With Me Tonight’ and     

although a few mistakes were made we all had a great 

time.  The Year 1’s had a fun time dancing to ‘A Day at the 

Circus’.  Amy Burgess in Year 3 was exceptionally good as  

she danced as the Ring Master with a ribbon,  helping the 

younger children to remember their moves.  We all danced our hearts out to impress our 

audience and we enjoyed it like mad!  Our grateful thanks go to Mrs Connolley, Ms Grover, 

Mrs Peace and Mrs Burgess for running the dance clubs and for organising the festival for us. 

Red Nose Day Cake Sale 
Thank you to everyone who  

bought a tasty treat from the Comic 

Relief cake sale on Friday 13th 

March.   You helped: Katy Linton, 

Emily Hughes, Alice Candish,     

Isobelle Clemmens and Lorna   

Philcox to raise £144.60 for Comic 

Relief– WELL DONE! 

https://soundcloud.com/the-songwriting-charity/leckhampton-c-of-e-primary-run-resilient
https://soundcloud.com/the-songwriting-charity/leckhampton-c-of-e-primary-run-resilient


E-Safety by Florence Ballinger 

On Monday 2nd of March we all enjoyed   

learning about e-safety.  In the morning the 

digital leaders led an assembly on e-safety.  

After the assembly, we all made posters 

about e-safety.  We learnt about how to be 

safe online.  We all enjoyed e-safety day and 

I would like to thank Miss Sullivan for      

organising it.                                                                      

Remember: Always be SMART –                                                      

Safe: Keep safe by being careful not to give 

out personal information                                                           

Meet: Never arrange to meet someone you 

have met online-remember online friends 

are strangers                                                                       

Accepting: Accepting emails or files from 

people you don’t know can lead to problems

– they may contain viruses or nasty          

messages                                                                         

Reliable—Not all information on the    

internet is reliable—always double check                                                                 

Tell—a grown up if something has upset you 

online or if you or someone you know is 

being bullied online. 

Year 3 Production  By Annabel Wood and Alanah Mistry  

The Year 3’s worked extremely hard on their production, ‘The Zany 

Zoo’, which the school was lucky enough to view on Tuesday 10th 

March.  We’re sure the parents were all very excited when they 

found out they had the pleasure of seeing the performance          

themselves! The catchy songs were a hit, especially ‘Oo-oo-oovering 

the Jungle!’ we thought it was very c-oo-oo-ool!  

A big part of the production was the costumes, which were fabulous, 

particularly Tina Tiptoes’ elephant costume.  All the teachers and 

parents that helped with the production spent lots of time making 

props and helping the children rehearse their lines.  Their work  

definitely paid off- the show was zoo-per!  The Year 3’s deserve 

huge congratulations for their fantastic performance and a Zany well 

done to Miss Gill and Miss Oxenham too! 

UK DAY  By William Eyre 

On Monday 9th February we held our 2015 UK Day.  This 

year it was different as each year group focussed on a 

different UK city.  Reception learned about Edinburgh, 

Year 1- London, Year 2– Gloucester, Year 3– Birmingham, 

Year 4– Glasgow, Year 5– Cardiff and Year 6– Belfast.  Each 

class had lots of fun completing different activities linked 

to their city.  School Council did a survey to find out where we would most like to live 

out of the following options: city, town, countryside or seaside.  The results were that 

the countryside is the most popular and city the least popular.  Journalist Club helped 

Mrs Edden and Miss Gray to lead an assembly about cities in the UK  by performing a 

play called ‘The City Mouse and the Country Mouse’.  Overall everyone had a really 

fun day and learnt a lot about their city.  Thank you for organising UK Day Mrs Edden.   

World Book Day  By Anya Radford,  Florence Ballinger & Bonnie Colquhoun 

On Friday 6th March, our school celebrated World Book Day by dressing up as our       

favourite book characters.  There were lots of Harry Potters, Hermione Grangers, Katniss 

Everdeens and various other characters.  Even the teachers dressed up– Mr Cook was 

Batman, Miss Sullivan was the wicked witch of the West, Mr Seeley was Huckleberry Finn 

and Miss Gray was Mildred Hubble from the Worst Witch.  The day was a great success 

and everybody enjoyed themselves– thank you to Mrs Harriss for organising it, we are all 

now looking forward to next year’s World Book Day. 

A Published Poet! 
Congratulations to Harry Priddle in Class 14, who has had 

his poem ‘Night Brings’ published in a Poetry compilation 

book called ‘Out of This World.’  He has kindly given us 

permission to print his poem for you to enjoy: 
 

Night Brings 
 

Night brings, 

Birds roosting, 

Foxes hunting 

And owls hooting. 
 

Night brings, 

The wind whistling, 

Leaves blowing 

And bushes rustling. 
 

Night brings, 

Shadows creeping, 

Darkness ruling 

And evil leaping. 

We would like to celebrate your successes too so please 

send your news to our Journalist team at: 

schoolcouncil@leckhampton.gloucs.sch.uk 

Chocolate Truffles recipe– By Anya Radford 

If you have any spare time in the Easter Holidays, you might like to try making these 

tasty treats! 

INGREDIENTS: 100g icing sugar, 2 tbsp margarine/unsalted butter, 2 tsp cream 

cheese, 2 tbsp cocoa powder. 

METHOD: 1. Weigh all the ingredients and put them into a plastic bag.  2. Squeeze & 

squash the bag to mix the ingredients– ensure there are no lumps! 3. Grease the tin 

and put grease proof paper at the bottom of it. 4. Turn the bag inside out and scrape 

the chocolate mixture into the greased tin, using a table knife to smooth it out. 5. 

Place the tin in your fridge and leave the mixture in the fridge overnight.  6. The next 

day, take the tin out of the fridge, cut the set mixture into small squares and put 

them on a plate. 7. For an Easter effect place some small eggs on top of the squares! 



Cross Country – by Katie Dutton and Anna Maddocks. 

On the 5th of March the Cross Country Team ran at Cheltenham College.  The course was 2 laps around 2 of their school fields and 

the girls were up first.  Leckhampton had a strong start and everyone was doing well.  By the second lap everyone was exhausted; 

however everyone managed to keep their place.  Well done to all the girls who raced: Erin Harris (46th), Ieesha Smith (45th), Betsy 

Gaze (43rd), Katie Dutton (28th), Alice Candish (21st) and Anna Maddocks (2nd). 

Then the boys’ race started – again 2 laps of both fields.  The boys also had a great result: Noah Kontou-Goymer (46th), Thomas Ab-

bott (34th), Sam Cotton (28th), Harry Garbutt (17th), Jack Johnson (12th), Freddie Janta-Lipinski (10th).  Well done to all the boys who 

raced.  

On Thursday 19th March it was the final race of the season at St Edwards, we had another successful day with 5 boys and 5 girls 

finishing in the top 50 runners. We also found out our overall positions for the season; the girls’ team finished joint 4th overall while 

the boys’ team  also finished an impressive 4th!  The girls and boys’ team combined final position was 2nd.  Congratulations to Anna 

Maddocks who won an award for being the 5th fastest girl of the season and to Freddie Janta-Lipinski who was the 12th fastest boy.  

Both were selected to race against the fastest runners in Cheltenham on Saturday  21st March  and Freddie finished 28th overall and 

Anna came in 15th– WELL DONE! 

 

We would like to thank Mrs Taylor for organising all our races  this season. 

Netball  By Katie Dutton and Anna Maddocks 

 

On Tuesday 11th March, 4 boys and 3 girls went to Prestbury St Marys to play a netball match.  This was a very important match as it 

was the decider for who would become the 2015 League Champions.  It was Prestbury’s centre pass although we managed to      

intercept the ball.  Leckhampton got it straight to the ‘D’ and tried to shoot but unfortunately we missed!  A few tries later, Isabelle     

managed to score, putting us 1-0 up.   

In the final quarter, we were 5-0 up and, with Miss Sullivan’s fabulous team talk in mind, Katie and James scored two goals between 

them.  Well done to everyone who participated and a special well done to Kit, who was chosen by the other team to be ‘player of the 

match.’  

We would like to thank Miss Sullivan for organising the league—and for her inspiring team talks too! 

 

News and Views would like to say a big well done to the netballers who, for the third consecutive year, have become League     

Champions.  Our netball team remain undefeated in every league game– we think Miss Sullivan should consider becoming a          

professional netball coach! 

On The Ball! Sports News and Reviews 

Girls’ Football Tournament by Bonnie Colquhoun and Katie Dutton  

On Friday 6th March some of the girls from the girls’ football club went to 

play in a football tournament against 5 other teams.  We arrived early which 

was handy because we all got to have a kick-about and practice shooting at 

our goalie, Poppy Colquhoun.  Our first match was against St Edwards and by 

the end we drew 0-0.  Our second match was against St James and luckily we 

won 1-0.  Charlotte was trying to pass but instead she scored a goal and we 

all went crazy! Our 3rd and final match was against Andoversford and we 

drew 0-0 again.  Overall we came second in our group, but sadly we didn’t 

make it through to the finals.  We would like to thank Mr Cook for organising 

our club and for being the best football coach ever! 

Football 
 

Our footballers have also had a successful season.  As well as winning every game in the league, the A team then won every other 

game in the knockouts, but unfortunately lost our final game against Warden Hill who went on to the District Schools Cup Final.  We 

also finished as runners-up in the Albert Dix competition, again missing out on victory by losing 3-2 against Warden Hill! 

The B team and C team have also  done us proud– last week in the B Team Football Festival, held at Leckhampton, the B team won 

all of their 3 games, whilst the C team won two games and drew the third.  Mr Carbin also explained that our C team had players 

from year 4 upwards who held their own against other teams made up of year 6 children. 

I’m sure you will agree that Spring Term has been a great success for all our sporting teams– well done everyone! We look forward 

to hearing about more of your successes in the future. 


