
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

Year 5 - Autumn 2017 

Hot Chocolate! 
 

The classical Mayan period will be the inspiration for our topic 

work this term.  We will immerse ourselves in their culture and 

use this work to explore some big concepts including: Society, 

Trade, Discovery, Religion and of course chocolate! 

 

PSHCE 
Life Bus 

Friendships and peer pressure. 

Computing 
 

We are Web 

Developers 

RE 
The children’s 

work in RE will 

focus on Islam 

and the 

incarnation of 

Jesus. 

Mathematics 
In Maths, the children’s work will 

explore the following topics: 

Place value, mental arithmetic and 

written calculations, times tables, data 

handling, shape & space and problem 

solving in a variety of contexts. 

Languages 
The children will 

further their work 

from Year 4 and 

continue to develop 

their ability to 

speak, read and 

write in French. 

 

 

Design & Technology 
In Design & Technology, the 

children will evaluate a 

variety of chocolate products 

and packaging in order to 

design, create and taste their 

own cold chocolate desserts! 

 

Geography 

As geographers, we will 

use maps and atlases to 

explore Central America.  

We will locate and 

describe the different 

regions in which the 

Mayans settled and 

consider the geographical 

differences with the UK. 

 

Science 

In Term 1, the children will learn 

about ‘Living things and their 

habitats’ and will also use this work 

to explore animal life in the 

Mexican rainforest.  In Term 2, 

the children will learn about ‘Earth 

& Space.’  As part of this work, we 

will learn about the Mayan calendar 

and their incredible understanding 

of astronomy, space and planets.  

English 

In English, the children will: 

 Write a character description. 

 Write a Mayan myth. 

 Design & create a persuasive advert 

for a new chocolate bar! 

 Create works inspired by our visit 

to the Literature Festival. 

Art 
As artists, the children will 

be investigating Mayan 

containers and using clay to 

create their own Mayan 

inspired pots.  We will also 

explore Mayan patterns and 

use this work to create our 

own pictures inspired by the 

paintings of Dan Fenelon. 

 

History 
As historians, the children will 

be learning about the classical 

Mayan period, which stretches 

from approximately 250 – 950 

AD.  We will study how society 

became more organised around 

urban areas and the advances in 

architecture in Mayan cities.  We 

will also explore some of the 

developments in medicine, 

astronomy, maths and language at 

this time.  As the Mayans were 

believed to be the first people to 

discover cocoa, we will also be 

learning about the history and 

development of chocolate! 

 

 

Music 

As musicians we will 

listen, respond and 

create our own music 

inspired by the solar 

system. 

Homework 
In Year 5, the children will continue to be given a book to read from school.  We also 

ask that the children choose their own books and texts to read across a variety of 

authors and genres and we will continue to visit the school library regularly. 
 

Children will also continue be given a termly list of spellings to practise and learn at 

home.   
 

As last year, the children will be given a Maths homework booklet to complete and 

return each half term.  We also ask that you help them to practise their times tables 

regularly. 

 

In addition, the children will be asked to complete at least one Topic or English 

homework each half term. 
 

Please can you also support us in ensuring that children maintain high standards of 

presentation in all areas, including written homework and uniform. 
 

The children really do benefit from the extra input and support you give them so 

thank you very much for your help.   

 

PE & Games 
 

Games: Football & 

Netball 
 

PE: Gymnastics  

 

 


