
Asiantaeth Ynni Severn Wye Energy Agency  |  01452 835060  |  www.severnwye.org.uk

Spring 2016

YOUNG ENERGY NEWS
HUGE 

achievements
BIG 
events

GREAT
activities

www.severnwye.org.uk 

Welcome
Spring is in the air and we are looking forward 
to another action-packed spring and summer 
full of sustainability-related activities and 
events.

In this issue you can find out about our exciting 
new workshop offer for schools as well as some 
of the wonderful work our Energy Detective 
schools - past and present - have been up to. 

We also look back to our latest Your Green 
Future event and hear tales from a distant 
land!

Now available!  
Sustainability 

workshops for schools
We have now developed a range of workshops 
to support both primary and secondary schools’ 
sustainability work. All of our workshops are designed 
to tie in with the new National Curriculum and 
make an ideal addition to your eco-schools work, 
environment days, enrichment activities or curriculum 
work.

Single workshops are available from £45 + VAT (£60 + 
VAT for fee paying schools)

As well as individual workshops we are also able to 
offer a full day of activities to include:
• A whole-school assembly to introduce the day.
• Up to 3 workshops of your choice.
• Energy detectives training enabling pupils to monitor 
energy-saving behaviour in the school.
• Staff training, showing the range of resources 
available to support your school’s sustainability work.

All of this for just £90+VAT (£120 + VAT for fee paying 
schools). Please see our workshops poster for further details
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Power stations have to use fuels like coal and gas, 
which is very bad for the enviroment, to produce 
electricity for everyone. But not everyone has 
electricity. 

In Africa only rich people have it. In South Africa 
they have this thing called “loadshedding” where at 
a certain time and a certain place, they turn off the 
electricity. 

On 18th March we held a ‘Dress up Bright Day’ to raise 
money for Solar Aid. Solar Aid provide solar lamps to 
families in Africa so they don’t have to use polluting, 
dangerous and expensive kerosene lamps. We raised 
£148, which will mean 50 families in Africa will be 
given a solar lamp.

This term we have been trying to get people to use 
less lights in the school and next term we will be 
looking at computers and other electrical things.
Thanks for reading our Energy Detective update. 
Juane and Lola (Y6 Energy Detectives at Brockworth 
Primary Academy)

We would like to thank the Summerfield Charitable 
Trust who have funded our work with Brockworth 
Primary Academy.

Energy Detectives - 
What comes next?
People often wonder what happens in the schools 
that take part in our educational programmes once 
the programme comes to an end. We hope that by 
the time we leave a school the programme activities 
have become fully embedded meaning they can be 
repeated year after year. We also encourage our 
schools to go on to look at sustainability more widely, 
building on the work they have started with us.

Fairford C of E Primary School have done just that...

Energy Detectives at 
Brockworth Primary 
Academy
Energy Detectives, our sustainable energy project for 
primary schools, has been running in Gloucestershire 
since 2014. To date, we have achieved average energy 
savings of 12% which has been almost entirely the 
result of behaviour change in the schools that have 
taken part. 

Here, we hear from Juane and Lola, year 6 pupils from 
Brockworth Primary Academy who are currently taking 
part in the project…

Dear Schools of Gloucestershire,
I am Juane [you pronounce it u-n-a]. Me and my 
partner Lola are writing you this update. We have 
been working with Mark Stead from Severn Wye Energy 
Agency. We have been studying energy use and why 
we need to save it. We need to save it, so we can save 
the world. 

Every day of the school week we have been checking 
around the school to see if they have turned off their 
computers, their projectors and their lights. Here in 
Brockworth Primary Academy we have different people 
doing different classes. 

If all the lights are off, we give them a tick or a smiley 
face, if they have some of the lights on we give them 
half a tick or a half happy / half sad face, and if they 
have all the lights on we give them an “x” or a sad 
face.
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We are the Eco Committee from Fairford C of 
E Primary School, and we are in the process of 
working towards our Green Flag. As part of this, we 
have chosen to focus on three key environmental 
areas through the school year: energy, waste and 
biodiversity. 

We began last term by monitoring the energy use 
in classrooms at break and lunch (this was being 
done as part of our links with Severn Wye). We have 
a points system for lights, laptops and projectors 
being off at these times, and reward the top three 
classes each week.

This term, we are continuing to monitor energy, but 
are focusing on waste. In order to do this, we are 
looking at ways in which we can improve recycling 
and reusing across the school. 

We took part in ‘Waste Week’ from 7th to 11th 
March, encouraging ‘waste free’ lunchboxes, with 
a prize for the class that produced the least waste. 
In addition to this, we ran a competition to design a 
recycled outfit! The top ten children took part in a 
Fashion Show in Waste Week. 

Finally, we took part in Earth Hour in March – an 
hour with no energy being used in classrooms!

In the summer term, we will be focusing on 
improving biodiversity in the school grounds. We 
haven’t decided exactly how we will achieve this 
yet, but we are hoping to reinstate our pond. We 
took part in Wear it Wild Day last year (for the 
WWF) and are hoping to do the same again this year. 
As you can see, we have been working really hard 
to make steps towards our Green Flag, but have lots 
more to do!

Your Green Future
March saw the return of another successful Your Green 
Future event to Solihull.  Across the two-day event 
over 400 students, from 19 local secondary schools, 
had the chance to work alongside 35 businesses and 10 
university students in a series of creative challenges 
which addressed businesses’ real life sustainability 
issues.

The Dragon’s Den styled ‘Your Innovative Future’ 
workshop saw the return of Jaguar Land Rover and 
Tata Motors as they pitched to the students their 
new electric car designs, each vying for the student 
dragon’s fictional £1m investment.  The students loved 
the concept that they were in charge of the purse 
strings and asked really challenging questions of the 
businesses before relinquishing their money!

Other workshops encouraged the students to develop 
their own ideas for the future.  Working with 
companies such as Lush and John Lewis, a winning 
group from the Your Business Future workshop came 
up with the concept of a sustainability app, enabling 
consumers to look at the sustainability rating of a 
product before they buy it.  

“An opportunity for students to learn more about 
sustainability and how it affects the world around 
us as well as gain advice and information relating to 
career sectors and FE/HE opportunities which they 
may not have considered.” (Teacher) 

“I really enjoyed encouraging them to use logic, 
mathematics and to consider the overall impact of 
what they were planning. We work with young people 
too rarely, and reminding ourselves that we want them 
to do what we do (but better) is as good an incentive 
as any to participate in the future.” (Business Mentor)

The next Your Green Future events will take place at 
the University of West of England in May and Oxford in 
October.  See www.yourgreenfuture.org.uk for further 
details. 
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Get In Touch 
Severn Wye is a not for profit charitable
organisation working in Wales and the South
West of England. We are proactive in seeking
funding in order that our education services
can be offered to schools and colleges at
heavily subsidised rates. These costs can then
be recovered by energy saving reductions as a
result of our work.

If you would like to know more about our work 
please get in touch:

Rachel Brain, Head of Education 
rachelb@severnwye.org.uk 
01452 835069

Greetings from Latvia
I am writing this article as I sit in a coffee shop in 
Riga, Latvia, reflecting on a very successful trip, 
training teachers taking part in the Sustainable Energy 
Management at Schools (sem@schools) project.

Thankfully, it is not quite as cold as the last time I 
travelled here, when temperatures dropped to -20°C 
in the day! But is this a sign of climate change as this 
January was the warmest January on record in Latvia?
This was the concern of the teachers I was training who 
had witnessed major changes in the climate over the 
last few years. Hopefully, the work they are about to 
embark on will help in some small way.

sem@schools is a sustainable energy project for 
secondary schools. Students receive training to enable 
them to carry out 3 surveys of their school.

The first of these surveys is completed by all staff and 
students in the school. It looks at their behaviour in 
relation to energy use, investigating issues such as 
whether they turn lights and electrical appliances off 
when not in use. It also asks them about the learning 
environment and how this impacts on their health, 
wellbeing and educational performance (as a result, we 
have found that over-heating classrooms may be having 
a detrimental impact on levels of concentration).

The second survey is a full energy audit of the school, 
looking in detail at the lighting, electrical appliances, 
heating, insulation and water use.

The final survey is much more technical. By inputting 
measurements and details of the insulating properties 
of each building, students are able to model the 
impact of changes to the building fabric (installing 
extra loft insulation, for example).

My job in Latvia was to train teachers from 7 Latvian 
schools, showing them how to support their students 

in carrying out each of these three surveys. Students in 
these 7 schools will be carrying out their surveys this 
term and they will write their findings up into a report 
which they will present to the governors of their school.
This process is being replicated across 5 European 
countries; Italy, Spain, Romania, Latvia and also here in 
the UK.

In the UK we have three schools taking part; Chosen 
Hill School, Beaufort Co-operative Academy and St 
Peter’s RC High School and Sixth Form Centre, all here 
in Gloucester. These schools have now completed their 
first two surveys and will spend the coming months 
carrying out the final survey, putting together their 
reports and presenting to their Governors. I hope that 
we will hear from one of these schools in our next 
edition to see how they got on.

So as I sit and reflect on my visit, I hope that all of this 
work will play some small part in alleviating the impacts 
of climate change and educating future generations, 
showing they really do have the power to make a 
difference. I hope that the teachers learnt something 
from me but I also learnt a great deal from the teachers 
and students here in Latvia. As I walked around the 
school where I was based I noticed that everything was 
switched off when not in use. Perhaps they should be 
coming here to educate us!


