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Dear Parents
I would like to take this opportunity to update parents on a few changes which have taken place
regarding our buildings over the summer months and to address some misconceptions about the loss
of facilities relating to the Music Room, iQuad and Library.
Recently a new hygiene suite and meeting room have been handed over to the school, following works
during the summer. These rooms are located in the Key Stage 1 entrance and were funded by the Local
Authority. The hygiene suite will enable us to meet the specific, additional needs of some our children
and we are delighted that this room provides the necessary equipment to be able to do so. The meeting
room is a light and bright space which can be used by school staff and agencies when meeting with
children or families and has already been put to good use.
In September 2017, the school had plans to condense our two libraries into one library and to make it a
very special place for children to be able to visit both as a class and independently. As you will recall, the
libraries were out of action for some time and redecoration began to both of these spaces. The school
library, which was the Key Stage 1 library, is now a hive of activity at different times of the day,
especially at lunchtimes.
Work then began on the Key Stage 2 library to turn it into the Tech Room which would house the same
facilities as the iQuad. This decision was taken as a result of staff preferring the flexibility of being able
to use devices in the classroom rather than visiting a separate space. We did however want to retain the
option of a computing room so that teachers could plan to use the facility with children for specific
Computing Projects. Some of our older children also require access to devices when participating in
specific activities such as Collective Worship planning and writing sports reports. It was our intention
that the much larger iQuad would then become a studio space, allowing for class teachers to book the
room out as and when they wished. When planning the iQuad in 2010/2011, it was always part of the
design to ensure that the room could be adapted to meet the changing needs of the school. These
changes were due to take place over the academic year 2017 – 2018.
At Easter, following the agreement to take on an additional reception class for September 2018, the
Key Stage 2 library was identified for conversion into a classroom and several surveys were undertaken
by the Local Authority to ensure that the room met statutory requirements. However, following the
completion of the room and taking on board feedback from the children and parents, a decision was
made to use an alternative space. I therefore attach a section of the letter which was recently sent to
the parents of children in Poplar Class.
“Over the past two weeks, the leadership team have been reviewing feedback we have received from
children and parents about the new classroom Poplar are using.
We know that many who have seen the classroom really like the bright and simplistic décor and fully
support the movement towards including more flexible ways of working in the classroom. The children
have fed back that they like the modern feel of the classroom and really enjoy the standing station. They
also like the wedges, the stools and time to work on the carpet using the clipboards when they choose.

I do know however that there are still concerns from parents regarding the size of the room and the number
of seats available in the classroom. Whilst we know that the room does meet statutory requirements in
terms of size, like you, we have had some growing concerns about the room’s ability to meet the needs of
the children over the year. The leadership team remain committed to providing the very best for all of our
children and we also believe that a larger space is needed to truly embrace the concept of a flexible learning
environment.
Through discussions with the Local Authority, I have been able to secure funding to convert an alternative
room in school which will enable us to not only provide seating for every child at a desk but also include the
pieces of furniture which the children have really enjoyed using.
During October Half term, the iQuad will be converted into the new Poplar Class. Some adaptations are
required which is why the room cannot be used immediately. The room is large and will enable us to
incorporate both desks and more flexible ways of working. This will be a temporary measure for the
academic year. The Local Authority will provide a permanent solution for the school, regardless of the
outcome of the proposal for expansion. The school already had plans to reallocate some of the IT
equipment from the iQuad to the classrooms and to develop an IT hub which could be used by break out
groups at different times of the day. Some parents had suggested the use of the Music Room as a class;
however this room cannot be used due to a number of factors.”
In conclusion, we are not losing our much loved music room and this will back in use following half
term. Although the iQuad will be used as a classroom, we will not be losing the facilities provided by
this room. In response to staff feedback we will be ensuring that devices are primarily available in the
classroom, however we will be retaining an IT room which will allow for use in the same way as the
iQuad. We have also invested in further devices to support the Computing curriculum. The studio will
remain as a space throughout the day which can be booked by class teachers. Whilst this room is not
routinely used throughout the day, it does serve as an additional space for the school to use as and
when required.
Curriculum Evening
Wednesday 10th October 2018 at 6.30pm in the School Hall
Leckhampton is launching its new curriculum from Years 1 to 6! We are delighted to be able to share
with parents, the results of a yearlong project into redesigning our curriculum. During this meeting we
hope to share with you the rationale behind the changes, the vision for each of the subject areas and
the way in which the Leckhampton Teaching, Learning and Assessment model will guide the school
over the coming years. Please do come along to hear more!
School Website
You might have noticed that there have been a few changes to the school website recently. The area
called class journal has been replaced with “In the classroom”. You can find this under the section
“school news”. We hope that this will give will a flavour of what is happening across the school in all
year groups over the academic year. FOLPs have very kindly agreed to replace the faulty cameras in the
classrooms, which will we know will make a huge difference to being able to capture those special
moments in school.

Best Wishes
Sam Porter

Pumpkin Recycling
This year families are encouraged to use our
pumpkin recycling bins which will be delivered to
school after half term. Please see the attached
flyer for more details.

Children up to and including Year 6 are once again
invited to enter Alex Chalk’s Christmas Card
Competition. If children would like to enter a design
into the competition they should send it directly to:
Alex Chalk MP
2 Henrietta Street
Cheltenham GL50 4AA
Closing date 31st October 2018

A huge thank you from Evelyn, Georgia and
Bonnie parents and children of the school
who supported their cake sale. They raised
£138.15 for Macmillan Cancer Support, and
had some fun practising their maths skills
at the same time!

A list of open classroom dates
can be found on our website.
The events will run from 08.35
until 09.00. Class teachers will
begin to bring the children
together from around 08.55 and
we should be grateful if parents
would begin to clear the school
site at this time. Many thanks
S Porter

Class Worship dates can also be found on our school’s website. Parents are invited to attend
from 9.15 until 9.30 to join in worship with the whole school. Please note that Poplar’s class
worship will take place on Friday 12th October 2018.
Reception Welcome Service 11th October 2018 at St Peter’s Church

Reception Admission 2019 Open
Mornings
Week
ending
Visits will be held on
following dates
3rdthe
May
with 2 sessions (9.30-10.30
2013 and 10.45-11.45)
If you would like to join one of the groups
please contact the school office on 01242
524062 or by email to
admissions@leckhampton.gloucs.sch.uk
Thank you.
Tuesday 30th October 2018
Thursday 1st November 2018
Monday 5th November 2018
Wednesday 7th November 2018
We look forward to welcoming you.

